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             This guide should assist you when planning your website development project.

1. Purpose and Goal of Your Website:  Every website project must have a purpose and goal to pursue.  What do you want to accomplish with your business or organization on the Internet?  What services and/or products do you want to provide your website visitors with?  Be sure to note down the elements that make your project worth pursuing.  This step will lead to the development and layout of your project.

2. Choosing a Good Domain Name:  More than likely, the domain name you want is unavailable.  Most common “dot coms” are taken.  Try as many combinations as possible and remember to make sure it short and easy to remember.  There are a lot of new domain extensions available today such as .us and .tv that should help you in finding that perfect domain name.

3. Application and Software Requirements:  Will your website need interactive applications for your visitors to complete?  Will you need a contact form, secure login section, a bulletin board/discussion forum, e-commerce shopping cart/online store?  These elements of functionality will assist your website in accomplishing the purpose and goals you take note of in “1” above. 

4. Design Concepts:  The design concepts of your website project include:

A. Color selection:  An important note to mention here is that web media colors differ greatly and have a different hue than print media colors.  The two are very distinct from one another.  Remember to choose your colors carefully and to use web safe color selections.

B. Page Layout and Navigation:  A cardinal rule here is “Simplicity is Elegance”.  Too many websites have links to no end.  You arrive at the home page, and instantly become clueless on where the information is you are seeking.  Avoid redundancy and keep the pages simple.  Your website visitors will definitely return to visit you later if you keep it user friendly.

C. Imaging:  Another cardinal rule is to keep the images to a minimum and compressed considerably for faster loading.  Sure, a cable connection will load most web information instantly.  But, keep the people in mind that are using a dial-up connection to the Internet.  Web pages that load quickly for these individuals will keep them coming back again.  Another rule of thumb is to keep animation out of the picture and use them only where they are needed.  An exception would be an flash animated section on your website to demonstrate a procedure for using one of your products.

D. Organization:  Again, keep the organization of your data clean and to the point.  Try not to bury your visitors with overwhelming information.  Give them enough to get them interested in the hopes that it will lead them to your contact form.  Better yet, a phone call.

5. Proofread:  Spend some time closely reading every page of your new website for grammar, spelling, and punctuation accuracy.

6. Test, Test, and Test Again:  It is essential that all the software applications on your website function properly.  Error pages are a big turn off and may result in visitors not returning in the future. 

7. Choosing a Web Host:  It seems there are an endless number of web hosting providers available today.  Beware of packages that look too good to be true.  They probably are.  Resellers on the web sometimes oversell their server space and cram as many accounts on there as they can.  This leads to slow server response and down time and your website taking too long to load.  Maybe it will not load at all sometimes.

If you have any questions regarding any of these project planning guide steps, please give us a call at 1-814-421-1671
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